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Social Justice
At present our Social Justice Projects are taking up approximately 60% of our work load. This is slightly less than previous months as I gather from past reviews. 

This month due to term break we have not been running Domestic Violence or Focal projects; these will recommence in May.
Police; Your Rights and Access to Justice

This volunteer created project has generated a huge amount of work for the office this month and has become a very successful and worthwhile programme. Proposed last month, it deals with all aspects of police corruption and most specifically offender’s rights: during the arrest and throughout the entire justice process. Our work on this project over April has taken form in community sensitization and facilitation of justice. We have worked closely with the Commission of Human Rights and Administration of Justice, the Community Police Unit, local police and community leaders.

At the beginning of the month we visited Tema Newtown to host a forum where members of organisations mentioned above made presentations and took questions from the public. The crowd was extremely responsive and intend to start a neighbourhood watch programme. 

Following this positive event a current volunteer identified the lack of registered complaints made by the public in comparison to the number of violations. She proposed a Mobile Complaints Unit where PAHO would educate on valid complaints and facilitate the process in communities. This Unit will pilot tomorrow in Nima with the support of the CPU, CHRAJ and community leaders. PAHO volunteers will team up with members of CHRAJ, take complaints from individuals and follow the accusations through. 

Intestacy and Property Rights
Our volunteers travelled with Mr Hans and Ebenezer to Abokobi to make a presentation on intestacy and property rights with particular emphasis on exploitations and violations against woman. After the sensitisation PAHO offered to provide legal service to members of the community who had been affected. We are arranging a suitable date for victims to come to Osu and avail of legal support. We hope to take this project to other communities in the near future. 

Engagement with Assembly Men
Last week PAHO interviewed an assembly man in Dagme West. The purpose of this engagement was to survey the understanding of the assembly man on all aspects and issues related to Human Rights; from the rights themselves to the responsibility to protect and foster these rights, from empowerment to enforcement. We intend to continue these interviews across Greater Accra and eventually host a workshop to educate these community leaders on Human Rights following a compilation of their ranging levels of understanding. 

Prisoner’s Rights
Our volunteers have been researching Prisoner’s Rights in Ghana with the intention of getting the project of the ground for the month of May. We hope to monitor the rights of female prisoners with emphasis on pregnant inmates. We received permission from the Prisons Board to enter and investigate their institutions last week.

Legal
Our legal service is developing day by day and this month has seen Mr Hans and our volunteers take to court weekly. The volunteers are very much enjoying the added dynamic to PAHO. It has also begun to fulfil a need which we previously could not; that of resolution. I have great hopes for PAHO Legal Service, Ghana and the difference it can make to the projects we run and the communities and individuals we work with. 
Legal Clinic

On the 1st of April PAHO partnered with LAS to host a legal clinic on cases of child maintenance. Volunteers helped with the case preparation before passing the work over to LAS.

This month we have improved upon our current community advocacy program. Instead of simply giving presentations to raise awareness, we have taken one step further to allow for abuse resolution allowing volunteers to take part in concrete individual outcomes with Mr Hans. For example, the work we did with intestacy and property rights in Dowadowa. It differs from our ‘drop-in’ service as cases relate to a certain area of abuse and are taken at a specific time.
Legal Service

Our Legal service as previously mentioned is developing well. During the month of April we have taken on cases of defilement, domestic violence, offender’s rights and intestacy. Our volunteers have been creating all of the relevant proforma documents as well as shadowing Mr Hans in office and court. Since the last review we have taken on 6 cases.

Research
This month our research has circled around both social justice and legal topics. It has included work towards compiling initial fact-finding information on projects we hope to start, for example Child Labour and Trafficking. It has also included more purposeful research where we have written reports, prepared for publications and forums to tackle the shortcomings of the Human Rights framework here in Ghana.

PAHO has begun weekly discussions on Human Rights topics. Mr Hans has been leading the talks. Volunteers have shown great interest and an increased understanding of the Human Rights in Ghana. I have suggested that we continue to focus our discussions on the topics relating to the projects we run. 

Disability Rights

Following extensive research and meetings with relevant authorities such as the Disability Council, CHRAJ, Association of the blind and deaf and visits to surrounding hospitals for psychiatric and disabled patients, PAHO compiled a report on Persons with Disability in Ghana and their Human Rights. The report was shared with the bodies listed above and on the 14th of April we held a forum for members of the public, the authorities who represent enforcement and protection of disabled rights and the groups themselves. The forum was successful and the group left on a promise to increase unity against disabled discrimination. Although our research is now finished it is a vast area which needs much development and support. It has been recommended by the volunteers to continue the facilitation of such meetings in future. 

Child Labour and Immigrant Begging

Following expressed interest by some of our volunteers to begin a child labour and trafficking project we began to arrange initial contact meetings over the month of April to gather some information on the issues. We met with IOM (the International Organisation for Migration), ILO (International Labour Organisation), UNICEF, The Department of Children and the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit.

From our findings we have proposed to set up two projects; one social justice and one research project.

We hope to collaborate with IOM and the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit in providing advocacy and community education on these sensitive issues. 

We also intend to work with victims of trafficking; building profiles of these children. Alongside this we will research the topics of Labour and Trafficking themselves as exploitative businesses, monitoring statistics and providing reports for our partners.

Unfortunately, our research project on Immigrant Begging came to a standstill a few weeks ago. It has proven a difficult area to break into and get information. In our initial meetings relating to Trafficking and Labour however, we were given some information on these children. We hope to include our begging research in child labour investigations. 

Cape Town, South Africa
Bonnytoun

 This month volunteers have been getting to know the boys and learning what works with them and what they respond to. The first few workshops resulted in a fair amount of trial and error, sourcing out the boys’ strengths and weaknesses. There are some of the boys who are unable to speak English and so it was arranged for a translator to sit in on the workshops to translate English to Afrikaans. It was also found that some of them are unable to read or write and so this was something that needed to be encompassed into future workshops. Some of the boys suffer with lack of concentration due to psychological problems and dealing with this was also a learning curve for our volunteers. The boys however seem to react well to music and so this has become a focal point with workshops this month focusing on both the positive and negative messages that are portrayed through hip hop. There is a plan in the coming months to incorporate drama and dance into the workshops with the result of organising a show for relatives of the boys. This will give the boys something positive to focus on and work towards and allow them to show off their talents. 
The Women’s Shelters: Sisters Incorporated and St’ Anne’s

The women we work with in these shelters have very little self esteem and do not believe they deserve such things we would perhaps take for granted, such as an education. This month it has been important for volunteers to change this perception and empower these women. This will not happen in a day but this month volunteers focused on informing them of the courses available to them and the ways that education can improve their lives and that of their children’s lives. Volunteers noticed a slight shift in the attitude of these women and aim to continue to empower them to want more for themselves. There has also been a focus on music this month, showing them different types of music from different countries and the power and effect it has on people. 
Khayelitsha (Sex Education Workshops)

 This project is currently on hold and being rethought out. It was decided that after the couple of trial sessions that took place and after consulting with the school, changes needed to be made and re strategising of the workshops was needed. We are hoping to get the project back up and running in May as sex education is so important and with such a high rate of HIV/AIDS here in South Africa, it is crucial that children be informed about safe sex.
Khayelitsha – Siya Khathala
Volunteers have spent a lot of time working in Khayelitsha this month in partnership with Siya Khathala, an organisation which assists vulnerable families and child-headed households within Khayelitsha. This month volunteers decided to spend a day making home visits with the organisation to those homes where there was thought to be a vulnerable child and follow up on case files. However the process didn’t seem to be very successful, with disorganisation and a lot of time being wasted. By shadowing the volunteers from Siya Khathala for the day, it enabled PAHRO volunteers to see where there were problems and allow them to see where we, as an organisation, can complement the work that they already do. Volunteers helped to create a new data capturing set to organise the files of all of the cases which are opened at Siya Khathala. It was decided that the best way we can efficiently assist Siya Khathala is to read through the case files they have opened and with the expertise we have here in the office, decide upon the appropriate referrals for each individual case. This will offload some of the burden on the organisation and free up some of their time. The community desperately needs access to and knowledge of, the social services in their area and we are hopeful that by assisting in this way it will encourage Siya Khathala to grow to become the gateway to such information and assistance. 
Lavender Hill
Trips to Lavender Hill this month have resulted in the opening of more case files as word spreads of the assistance we offer. This is such an important lifeline for the women of this community and also gives our volunteers the chance to get involved in some family law cases including maintenance issues, divorce and child custody. 
Manenberg Boys
The boys were taken on a trip to Parliament and the National Archives this month. They were given an official tour of Parliament and were able to ask questions and learn about the way things operate within the South African Parliament. There is a plan to arrange for future visits to the National Archives with the Manenberg boys at a later date to do some research with them there.
Manenberg Girls
This project focuses on school leavers and the group ranges between 18-25 year olds. This is a new project and so to begin with PAHRO volunteers took the group on a day trip; similar to that of the boys however they visited the District Six museum and the National Gallery. This gave the girls the opportunity to get away from their usual routine and learn something about the history of their country. It also gave volunteers the chance to get to know the girls, gain their trust and find out what issues are prevalent in their lives. This has given volunteers ideas of how to structure future workshops so that they will be beneficial to the group.
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